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the revenue. His son-in-law would probably be provided for in
the first law arrangement. William Beresford was Bishop of
Ossory, he looked for the highest Church preferment, and he
was married to the Chancellor's sister. The son of the Bishop
was member for the episcopal borough. The Chancellor had a
large following, and the Attorney-General sat in the House of
Commons with his son and his nephew. Lord Waterford had
the patronage of the counties of Waterford and Deny. c This
party,' it was added, c undoubtedly govern the kingdom.' c Lord
Waterford is said to stand remarkably well with the King, and
to have had a constant connection with England, with the
persons who had the ear of the Minister, such as Mr. Kobinson,
Mr. Kose, &c.' l

The influence was steadily growing. A few years after the
viceroyalty of Lord Fitzwilliam, it was said that at least a fourth
of all the places in the island were filled with dependants or con-
nections of the Beresfords,2 and during Fitzwilliam's time the
influence of John Beresford was, or was believed to be, so over-
whelming-, that he was called the King of Ireland.3 He was
politically closely allied with the Chancellor, who was bitterly
and notoriously hostile to Fitzwilliam and his policy, and among
his correspondents and supporters in England were Auckland, and
the last two viceroys, Buckingham and Westmorland. From
the first announcement of Lord Fitzwilliarn's appointment,
Beresford had written of it to England with undisguised hostility
and apprehension, and he and his family were strenuously
opposed to the Catholic policy of the Government. It was not
in the character of Fitzwilliam to brook this rivalry. He said
that his confidential servants must be men in whom he could
confide; that it was essential to the consequence and dignity of
the English Government, that family cabals for monopolising

1  I am indebted for my knowledge     had made a Lord Chancellor, a Chief
of this curious paper to the kindness     Justice   of   the   King's   Bench,   an
of its possessor, Lord George Hamil-     Attorney-General, nearly a Primate,
ton.                                                     and certainly a Commander-in-Chief ;

2  Wakefield's Ireland, ii. 384.           that I was at the head of the revenue,

3  Beresford ^ himself,  in relating     and   had   the  law, the   army,  the
his interview with Daly, who came to     revenue, and  a great deal   of  the
inform him of the intention of the     Church, in   my possession;  and he
Government to remove him, reports     said expressly that I was considered
that Daly said : ' No Lord Lieutenant     the King of Ireland.'   (B&resford Cor-
could exist with my power;  that I     resjpondence, ii. 51.)